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ABSTRACT

The notion of «autonomy» and «automatic» suffered an evolution —or invo-
lution— due to the development of the «unmanned vehicles» across land, sea, 
and air. This research exercise highlights that the lack of a unified regulatory 
and technical nomenclature for vehicles that operate with minimal or no human 
intervention required the adoption of harmonised definitions in international 
law and industry standards. Through sector-specific analysis, the paper details 
how autonomy is conceptualized and regulated in maritime, automotive, and 
aviation domains, referencing frameworks such as the IMO, SAE, and EASA. 
The heart of the research paper is that the expression «unmanned vehicles» 
best encapsulates the spectrum of technologies discussed, stressing the impor-
tance of precise terminology for legal clarity and technological advancement. 
Furthermore, adopting the umbrella term «unmanned vehicles» signifies adopt-
ing a comprehensive approach to defining and regulating unmanned vehicles. It 
would reflect the realities of minimal human involvement and the transformative 
impact of IT on traditional concepts.
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